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ADVANCED SOCIOLOGY SOC 240-3
TOTAL CREDIT HOURS: 3

Prerequisite(s): Successful completion of Introduction Sociology.

I PHILOSOPHY/GOALS:

This course examines those aspects of sociological theory and
social issues which are relevant and useful to students in their
future vocations and to each student's growth and behaviour in
our society.

|1 STUDENT PERFORVANCE OBJECTI VES:

Upon successful conpletion of this course, the student will be
able to:

1. recognize and inspect contenporary social issues which have an
i mpact on students as nenbers of the Canadian community.

2. analyze social issues such as suicide or pollution fromthe
orientation of each of the three theoretical perspectives
(functionalist, conflict and interactionist) conmon to
soci ol ogy

3. explain the option of social issues in the interrelationship
of many social forces like famly dynam cs, econom c recession
and urban decay

4. examne the relationship between the perception of a problem
and the social responses given to it.

Il TOPI CS TO BE COVERED:

VEEK ONE AND TWO

- review - what is sociol ogy?

- what is a social problen? - review topic |ist

- what is an anal ytical approach to social problens?

- how do we research?

- assignnent of groups and topics

VEEK THREE

- review - what is sociological perspective?

- introduction to sociology's three theoretical perspectives
- review of expectations of group research projects

WEEK FOUR

- detailed introduction to synbolic interactionist perspective
- class exploration of social issue frominteractionist
per spective
- group presentations of abstracts of group projects with
interactionist orientation
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WEEK FI VE AND SI X

- group led workshops of topics analyzed from interactionist
per spective
- test #1 - analysis of issue frominteractioni st perspective

WEEK SEVEN AND El GHT

- detailed introduction of structural-functionalist perspective

- class analysis of an issue using a structural functionali st
appr oach

- group presentations of abstracts of group projects with a
functionalist perspective

WEEK NI NE AND TEN

- group |led workshops of analysis of issues froma functionalist
per spective

- test #2 - analysis of an issue froma functionalist perspective

WEEK ELEVEN AND TWVELVE

- detailed introduction of conflict perspective

- class analysis of issue using conflict perspective

- group presentations of abstracts of group projects with a
conflict perspective

WEEK THI RTEEN AND FOURTEEN

- group led analysis of issues froma conflict perspective

- test #3 - analysis of an issue using a conflict perspective

WEEK FI FTEEN
- review of three sociological perspectives
- final test - analysis of an issue using all three perspectives

COURSE | NSTRUCTI ON METHOD,

The course is taught in a one plus two-hour block per week. As
much as possi ble, one hour sessions will be reserved for |ectures,
and the two hour blocks will be typically of a workshop nature.

During | ectures, information about sociological theories and
concepts will be delivered. Later in the semester lectures wll
be devoted to a descriptive overview of many social issues.
During the workshop sessions, students will be coached through

t heoretical analyses of social issues.

For the tests, each student will be required to make a
soci ol ogi cal analysis of a social problem Each student is also
responsi ble for contributing to group research and ora
presentation of a social issue.
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\% EVALUATI ON METHODS;
1. Four short-answer tests:
- definition of theoretical perspectives 5%
- analysis frominteractioni st perspective 15%
- analysis from functionalist perspective 15%
- analysis fromconflict perspective 15%
2. Final test:
- analysis of an issue using all three perspective 20%
3. Goup Project:
- presentation of abstract of research 10%
- presentation of background journalistic information 15%
- leading class through analysis of issue 5%
Tot al 100%
N.B. Failure to conplete any graded conponent of the course wll
result in an "R grade.
GRADI NG METHOD
A+ = go - 100%
A = 80 - 89%
B = 70 - 79%
C = 60 - 69%
R =59 and below (repeat)
VI  REQUI RED STUDENT RESOURCES: (see library list)
SOC 240 LI ST OF REFERENCE BOOKS
The followng is a list of reference books which will be on
Reserve in the Sault College Library for the duration of the
semester. These references have been chosen because they are
current, and many are oriented to Canadi an issues. They also
provi de an anal ytical approach that is consistent with SOC 240
requirements to each social problem Each student is welcone to
use any or all as often as he or she wi shes, but use is restricted
to the library prem ses.
1. Aging in Canadian Society Maur een Baker
2. The Sociol ogy of Medicine Renee C. Fox
3. The Life Course John A. Cl ausen
4. Unequal Relations Jean Leonard Elliott

Augi e Fleras
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5. The Disreputable Pleasures

Devi ance: Tol erable Differences

6
7. dobal Social Problens
8 Ret hinking the Fam |y

9. Fam |l i es

10. Readi ngs on Soci al Probl ens

11. Domnant Issues in Medical Sociol ogy

12. Perspectives on AIDS; Ethical and
Soci al Issues

13. Canada's Agi ng Popul ation

14. Aging as a Social Process

15. Winen and Agi ng

16. Mascul i ne and Feni ni ne; Gender
Rol es Over the Life Cycle

17. Wnman Abuse; Soci ol ogi cal
Per specti ves

18. Literacy for Social Change

19. Seeing Qurselves; Exploring Race
Ethicity and Culture

20. Problens and | ssues; A Canadi an
Per spect i1 ve

21. Social Reality of Death

22. Wnen, Famlies and Wrk

SOC 240-3

John Hagan
Robert A. Stebbins
Al an Mazur

Barri e Thorne
Marilyn Yal om

Maur een Baker
W liam Fei gel man

Howard D. Schwart z

C. Overall
N. P. Zion
S. McDani el

Barry D. MPerson

Ell en Gee
M Ki nbal |

M R chnond- Abbot t
W Dekeser edy

R Hinch

Lynn R Curtis
Carl E. Janes

Subhas Ranthar an

Kat hy Char maz
S. J. Wlson
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Seminar Topic Suggestions for Sociology 240 - Social Problems

POVERTY

t he urban poor

t he wor ki ng poor

poverty and one-parent famlies

t he honel ess

the poor in the crimnal justice system
unenpl oynment in a one industry community

runaways

AGQ NG

* ageism as an ideol ogy

* mandatory retirenment and econom c problens of the aged
* health problens faced by the aged

* increasing proportion of population is aged
* over-mnedication of the elderly

DEVI ANCE

* society's treatnment of the nmentally ill

* human rights of nentally ill

* deinstitutionalization of the nentally ill
* nmedicare; who is treated?

* illicit drug use - street drugs

*

heal t h mai nt enance prograns for illicit drug abusers - an option
for Canada?

*  suicide
SEX AND FAM LY | SSUES

sex roles in the mass nedi a

sex discrimnation in the workplace

sex role stereotypes (inpact on children)
social discrimnation agai nst honmenmakers
wor ki ng not her

effects of femnist novenment on the famly
emerging famly structures

VI OLENCE AGAI NST WOVEN

* % ok X ¥ X X

* marital rape
* wife battery
* violence agai nst wonen
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VI OLENCE AGAI NST CHI LDREN

* incest/sexual abuse

* child battery/abuse

*  runaways

* inmpact of Young Offenders Act - children solicited by crimnals
* abduction of children

* adoption/abortion

M NORI TI ES

* racial/ethnic mnorities in education

* mnority representation in politics

* Native rights to self governnent

* attitudes/stereotypes toward Natives

*

| aw and raci sm

GLOBAL | SSUES

*
*
*
*
*
*
*

i mpact of advanced technology on social life

i mpact of the Third World poverty on Canadi an soci ety
envi ronment al degradation

threat of nuclear war

depl etion of primary resources

popul ati on i nbal ances/ urbani zati on

A l.D.S.



